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Preble Street Votes: Election Guide 

Election Day is Tuesday, November 8! 
Polls are open from 7am – 8pm 

If you aren’t registered to vote yet and would like to, you can register AND 
vote on Election Day! Early in-person voting at the Town Clerk’s office is 
also available in Maine through Thursday, November 3.  

WHO can vote in Maine? 

 Maine has some of the most progressive voting laws in the country 
 You can vote even if you have a felony 
 You don’t need a home to vote! In Maine, there is no requirement for a 

fixed address, though you must provide some form of proof of “residency.” 
If you aren’t already registered and plan to do so on Election Day/if you 
work with Preble Street, we recommend listing one of our locations on your 
voter registration as your address. If you have a non-traditional address, 
you can offer a physical description of your place of residence (e.g a 
campsite, a park bench) to the clerk, this will replace a physical address. 

Did you know…Maine is one of sixteen states in the U.S. that does not 
require ID to vote. *However, it is required in order to register to vote* 

Nonetheless, it is best to bring a form of ID with you on Election Day.  

 Especially if it’s your first time voting in Maine and you did not provide the state 
with a copy of your ID when registering to vote, it’s best to bring a form of ID! 
 

 IF you vote in Portland, your city clerk’s office is located at — 

389 Congress St, Room 203 
Portland, ME 04101 
Phone: 207-874-8610 

They can also answer any questions you have about the election! 
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 If you registered to vote and entered your address as Preble Street (55 
Portland St), The Learning Collaborative (20 Portland St), or the Street 
Outreach Office (38 Preble St), or Oxford Street Shelter (203 Oxford St), 
your polling place is: 

Merrill Auditorium 
20 Myrtle St. 
Portland, ME 04101  

If you aren’t registered to vote yet and would like to, you can register AND vote 
on Election Day! 

To locate your polling place, type in the street address that you used 
on your voter registration at this link: 

Maine.gov/portal/government/edemocracy/voter_lookup.php 

 At this link, the first tab will show you your specific polling location 
 The second tab lists your current elected officials (this does not include info 

about the current candidates/positions up for election) 
 The third tab offers a link to a sample ballot specific to your voting district 

Sample Municipal Ballot: NEW WORKING (civicplus.com) 

Sample State Ballot: Nov22 RCV 14 inch Portrait (civicplus.com) 

In certain races on your ballot, you will have the option to participate in 
ranked-choice voting: 

 Ranked-choice voting allows voters to choose candidates in order of preference 
 Votes are tabulated in rounds until only two candidates remain and one 

candidate is determined to have received the majority of votes in the final round. 
That candidate is then declared the winner. 
(Language from Maine Bureau of Corporations, Elections, and Commissions) 

 
CANDIDATES — The following pages offer a brief overview of each of 
the candidates for the different races. This does not include 
town/specific positions beyond Portland City Council (for example, 
School Board and Water District positions). 

https://www.maine.gov/portal/government/edemocracy/voter_lookup.php
https://content.civicplus.com/api/assets/7826484d-3bd6-48cb-90d6-43c541be417a
https://content.civicplus.com/api/assets/9c71267d-3eeb-4740-971a-3a6c7bb25e1b
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Governor: 
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Maine House of Representatives:
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Maine Senate: 
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U.S. Congress: 
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Portland City Council:
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ARE YOU VOTING IN PORTLAND? 
If so, there are a total of 13 extra questions on the ballot pertaining to local issues from 
the Charter Commission and Referendum! Take the time to read up on these questions 
before you get to the polls.  

The referendum questions are as follows: 

Referendum Questions:   
This language is directly as the information was presented to the Portland 
City Council   

QUESTION A: An Act to Regulate Short-Term Rentals and Prohibit Corporate and 
Absentee Operation of Short-Term Rental Properties  

• Prohibits corporate owners and non-local operators from registering short-term 
rentals in the city.   

• Prohibits eviction of tenants for the purpose of immediate conversion to the 
short-term rentals.   

• Prohibits affordable and workforce housing from being used as short-term 
rentals.   

• Increases penalties for disorderly properties and violations of the city’s existing 
short-term rental regulations.   

  
QUESTION B: An Act to Reduce the Number of Short-Term Rentals in Portland   

• Restricts all Portland STRs to those that are owner-occupied, tenant-occupied, or 
located in a two-unit building occupied by the owner.   

• Increases annual fee for owner-occupied STRs to $250 and non-owner occupied 
STRs to $750 and simplifies fee structure.   

• Requires notification to all residents within 500 feet of a registered STR.   
• Increases penalties for violations and strengthens enforcement of violations.   
• Requires logging of complaints against all STRs.   
• Allows the city to revoke STR registrations.   

  
QUESTION C: An Act to Protect Tenants in Portland  

• Ensures that tenants receive 90-day notice for lease termination and/or rent 
increases.   

• Discourages no-cause evictions by limiting the 5% rent increase to voluntary 
turnovers.   

• Restricts deposits to one month rents, prohibits application fees, limits amount of 
standard annual rent increases to 70% of CPI.   
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• Strengthens protections for tenants who exercise their rights under the existing 
ordinance.   

• Provides greater clarity and authority to the rent board to ensure landlords 
receive a fair return on investment and tenant complaints receive a fair hearing.   

• Sets a $25,000 fee for condominium conversions.   
• Technical changes to the original ordinance.   

  
QUESTION D: An Act to Eliminate Sub-Minimum Wage, Increase the Minimum 
Wage, and Strengthen Protections for Workers  

• Increases minimum wage in Portland to $18 an hour over three years and will 
eliminate sub-minimum wage for tipped workers over the same three years.  

• Tipped workers will receive $18/hr plus tips.   
• Provides an $18 an hour minimum wage for workers not currently receiving the 

minimum wage (taxi-drivers and other ride services, personal shoppers, delivery 
workers, and those doing work for a unit of government).  

 Creates a Department of Fair Labor Practices.   
  
QUESTION E: An Act to Reduce Cruise Ships in Order to Reduce Congestion and 
Pollution   

• Limits the number of passengers who may disembark from cruise ships to no 
more than 1,000 people on a given day (in total).   

• This ordinance will go into effect in 2025.   
 
If you are voting in Portland, they will ask you about the recommendations of the 
Charter Commission. There are 8 questions pertaining to these recommendations 
on your ballot — 
 
Question 1: Proposes an amendment to the preamble of the City Charter, with the 
inclusion of a Land Acknowledgement to honor Indigenous People in Portland and 
throughout the state. 

Question 2: Strengthens the position of the mayor, positioning them as a chief 
executive of the city. City manager will be replaced by a city administrator position (with 
less power). This question also proposes expanded the City Council and School Board, 
to twelve and nine members, respectively. 

Question 3: Establishes a publicly funded “Clean Elections” program in Portland, 
banning corporate contributions to candidates/campaigns. 
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Question 4: Allows the city to implement a ranked-choice voting method for certain 
elections where more than one candidate is being elected to a given seat. This would 
include races with multiple at-large seats up for election.  

Question 5: Aims to reshape the school budget adoption process, so that it no longer 
requires city council approval. The budget would go directly to voters after school board 
approval. 

Question 6: Establishes the Peaks Island Advisory Council as part of the city council, so 
that Peaks may have representation in municipal matters on the mainland. 

Question 7: Establishes a Civilian Police Review Board, replacing the current police 
review subcommittee. This group would be able to review PPD’s internal investigation 
reports and hear complaints directly from residents of Portland.  

Question 8: Establishes an Ethics Committee for the City and a Code of Ethics. This also 
includes the funding to hire an Accountability Officer, who can consult with the city 
council as an unbiased third party in ethics-related matters. 

 

 

 


