HV)J Fall 2024 Voting Guide

Portland City Council At-Large

Every election season, Homeless Voices for Justice (HVJ) creates educational voter material and
visits several community locations to register people to vote. This year, we sent all candidates a
series of questions and have published all of their answers here.

HVJ is a grassroots organization that works for social change with, and on behalf of, people
experiencing homelessness and poverty. HVJ is led by organizers who have all experienced
homelessness. The founding group in Portland has existed since 1995, and we network in other
locations across Maine. Our goal is to build a coalition for, and of, people experiencing
homelessness and poverty throughout Maine. We seek to empower people experiencing
homelessness and poverty whose perspectives are often excluded from the development of policies
and programs that impact their social and economic wellbeing. Disenfranchisement, oppression,
and marginalization creates this absence. Therefore, we hope to assert ourselves and our interests
in Maine politics through protest, education, positive policy change and reform.

HVJ meets every Monday morning from 9:30-11:30am and is welcoming of everyone who has
experienced, or is currently experiencing, homelessness.

For more information, email HVJ@preblestreet.org or call 207-899-6042 with questions.

Are you registered
to vote?

Visit vote.org to
register and see

what’s on your ballot
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Portland City Council - At Large

Jess Falero Ben Grant Grayson Lookner Brandon Mazer Jacob Viola



Jess Falero (they/them)

* Current Position:
o Advocacy Director
o Community health specialist for the Church
of Safe Injection
 Issues and Priorities:
o Housing
Climate
Social services
Unions

O
O
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o Stronger democracy




Ben Grant (he/him)

* Current Position:
o Labor lawyer
o At-large member of the Portland School
Board
* Issues and Priorities:
o Housing
Unhoused
Education
Public Health
City Workers
Public Transportation
Climate & Environment
Working Waterfront
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Grayson Lookner (he/him)

* Current Position:
o Theater tech at Merrill Auditorium
o Seasonal kayaking guide in Casco Bay
o Representative of District 113

* Issues and Priorities:
o Housing

Homelessness

Environment & Climate Change

Health & Safety

Transportation

Schools

City Staff

Working Waterfront
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Brandon Mazer (he/him)

4  Current Position:
o Lawyer in private practice with a focus on
municipal law
* Issues and Priorities:
o Preservation of our parks and open space
o Great K-12 schools
o Equity in our communities
o More affordable housing
o Fiscal responsibility
o Environmental sustainability
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Jacob Viola

Current Position:
o Unknown
Issues and Priorities:
o Govern responsibly
o Make Portland affordable
o Win the future
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In your opinion, what are the most urgent issues facing the city of Portland?




If you were to distinguish yourself from your opponent(s) for voters, what would you highlight as
three critical differences?




What is your plan to address the root causes of homelessness and help people experiencing
homelessness in your district find safe and stable housing?




Many communities are finding success with Housing First programs, which prioritize getting people
into housing quickly with supportive services. What is your position on the Housing First approach,
and would you support a Housing First location in your district?




Would you allow Portland residents to sleep outdoors?




How do you plan to address the problem of food insecurity in the city of Portland and ensure that
people in your district have enough food to achieve an active, healthy lifestyle?




What is your opinion on Maine’s Roadmap to End Hunger by 20307 Do you agree with the
governor's office's approach to this issue?




The opioid epidemic is one of the biggest public health crises in the state of Maine. What programs
or initiatives would you support to address this issue within your district?




How do you plan to incorporate the perspectives of people with lived experience of homelessness
and poverty into your policymaking?
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