HV)J Fall 2024 Voting Guide

US Senate

Every election season, Homeless Voices for Justice (HVJ) creates educational voter material and
visits several community locations to register people to vote. This year, we sent all candidates a
series of questions and have published all of their answers, here.

HVJ is a grassroots organization that works for social change with, and on behalf of, people
experiencing homelessness and poverty. HVJ is led by organizers who have all experienced
homelessness. The founding group in Portland has existed since 1995, and we network in other
locations across Maine. Our goal is to build a coalition for, and of, people experiencing
homelessness and poverty throughout Maine. We seek to empower people experiencing
homelessness and poverty whose perspectives are often excluded from the development of policies
and programs that impact their social and economic wellbeing. Disenfranchisement, oppression,
and marginalization creates this absence. Therefore, we hope to assert ourselves and our interests
in Maine politics through protest, education, positive policy change and reform.

HVJ meets every Monday morning from 9:30-11:30am and is welcoming of everyone who has
experienced, or is currently experiencing, homelessness.

For more information, email HVJ@preblestreet.org or call 207-899-6042 with questions.

Are you registered
to vote?

Visit vote.org to
register and see

what’s on your ballot
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Jason Cherry David Allen Costello Angus King Demi Kouzounas
Independent Democrat Independent Republican
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Jason Cherry (Independent)

» Residence: Bangor, ME
e Current Position:

o Unknown
* [ssues and Priorities:

o Government ownership
Reforms to the US Constitution
Social Security
Immigration
Healthcare
Environment
Gun control
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David Allen Costello (Democrat)

» Residence: Brunswick, ME
* Current Position:

o Unknown
* [ssues and Priorities:

o Affordable and adequate health care for all
Medicare for all
Improve Affordable Care Act
Strengthen Social Security benefits
Increase benefits for low-income retirees
Raise federal minimum wage
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Angus King (Independent)

» Residence: Brunswick, ME

* Current Position:
o U.S. Senator representing Maine

* Issues and Priorities:
o Increase housing construction and affordable housing
o Expand home and community-based care for Veterans
o Lower cost of healthcare and prescription drugs
o Improve response to evolving public health threats
o Increase access to basic infrastructure like roads, water,

sewers, etc.




Demi Kouzounas (Republican)

Residence: Saco, ME
Current Position:
o Owner of two dental practices in Skowhegan and
Scarborough
Issues and Priorities:
o Strengthen Maine's economy
o Push bipartisan solutions
o Provide safety and security
o Give Mainer's a voice




In your opinion, what are the most urgent issues facing the state of Maine?



https://doi.org/10.26419/res.00545.001
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/consumer/generational-wealth-transfer-baby-boomers-cant-save-gen-x-millennials-rcna128099
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/consumer/generational-wealth-transfer-baby-boomers-cant-save-gen-x-millennials-rcna128099
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/20/business/saving-money-inflation-economy.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/20/business/saving-money-inflation-economy.html

If you were to distinguish yourself from your opponent(s) for voters, what would you highlight as
three critical differences?




What is your plan to address the root causes of homelessness and help people experiencing
homelessness in Maine find safe and stable housing?



https://endhomelessness.org/homelessness-in-america/what-causes-homelessnessm
https://www.investopedia.com/articles/mortgages-real-estate/10/affordable-housing.asp
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/02/21/how-wall-street-bought-single-family-homes-and-put-them-up-for-rent.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2023/02/21/how-wall-street-bought-single-family-homes-and-put-them-up-for-rent.html
https://www.foxbusiness.com/markets/wall-street-spent-billions-buying-homes-a-crackdown-is-looming

What is your plan to address the root causes of homelessness and help people experiencing
homelessness in Maine find safe and stable housing? (continued)
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Maine’s Housing Choice Voucher, which currently exceeds its federally allocated budget by 5%,
stopped issuing new vouchers in many parts of the state on July 19th. Do you believe there should
be more funding for Maine’'s HCV program (Section 8)?
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https://www.newscentermaine.com/article/news/local/housing/section-8-housing-choice-voucher-program-budget-pause/97-74ebf403-ce51-4ac1-8a5e-b01e20f35bbb
https://www.newscentermaine.com/article/news/local/housing/section-8-housing-choice-voucher-program-budget-pause/97-74ebf403-ce51-4ac1-8a5e-b01e20f35bbb
https://apnews.com/article/chicago-migrants-black-latino-biden-immigration-ab8d7f22eea423d86fb350665b9e66f6
https://apnews.com/article/chicago-migrants-black-latino-biden-immigration-ab8d7f22eea423d86fb350665b9e66f6

What is your plan for increasing affordable housing units in Maine?



https://prospect.org/justice/2024-05-21-five-year-sentence-public-hero-charles-littlejohn
https://prospect.org/justice/2024-05-21-five-year-sentence-public-hero-charles-littlejohn
https://thehill.com/homenews/nexstar_media_wire/4866650-the-20-us-cities-where-the-middle-class-is-shrinking-fastest/#:~:text=As%20the%20cost%20of%20living,down%20from%2061%25%20in%201971
https://thehill.com/homenews/nexstar_media_wire/4866650-the-20-us-cities-where-the-middle-class-is-shrinking-fastest/#:~:text=As%20the%20cost%20of%20living,down%20from%2061%25%20in%201971

How do you plan to address the problem of food insecurity in Maine and ensure that Mainers have
enough food to achieve an active, healthy lifestyle?




The House version of the FARM bill will cut SNAP Benefits by $30 billion over the next decade for people
experiencing food insecurity. This cut would limit the USDA’s ability to adjust SNAP benefits to the costs
of a healthy diet potentially impacting 40 million people. Do you support cuts to SNAP benefits?

14



The opioid epidemic is one of the biggest public health crises in the state of Maine. What programs
or initiatives would you support to address this issue?




How do you plan to incorporate the perspectives of people with lived experience of homelessness
and poverty into your policymaking?
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